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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97(c), and 1.98, Applicants bring the following document(s) to the 
Examiner's attention in the above-captioned application. 

1 . U.S. Patent No. 6,389,506 issued May 14, 2002 to Ross et al. 

A PTO Form 1449 listing this document is enclosed. 

In addition, citation of the above document shall not be construed as: 

1 . an admission that the document is necessarily prior art with respect to the instant 



invention; 



2. 



3. 



a representation that a search has been made, other than as described above; or 
an admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in 1 .56(b). 
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A statement pursuant to 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2) and the fee required by 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) accompany 
this information disclosure statement. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
20231 on April 21, 2003. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Dated: April 21, 2003 



William L Paradice EI 
Reg. No. 38,990 



By: 



William L Paradice III 
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I hereby certify that no item of information contained in the accompanying information 
disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application and, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in 
the information disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 
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